Strasbourg, 29 May 2018

Honourable Ministers,

We write to you as Members of the European Parliament and Members of the Italian Parliament to
urge you to end the ongoing crackdown on civil society and human rights defenders in Egypt, and
guarantee the freedoms of expression and association and the right to fair trials in the country. We
call on you to immediately release imprisoned human rights defenders and their families, end all
judicial harassment against them and their families, and end the practices of torture and enforced
disappearances.

We would like to raise specific concerns around the recent case number 621/2018 involving human
rights defenders Amal Fathy—and her husband Mohamed Lotfy, by implication—as well as blogger
and YouTuber Mohamed 'Oxygen' Ibrahim, and reprisal and intimidation against the human rights
work of the Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF). Shady al-Ghazaly Harb, a
leading youth activist in the 2011 uprising, reportedly discovered on 15 May that he is also facing
charges of joining a terrorist group and misusing social media. State Security Prosecution ordered
him into preventive detention for 15 days.

ECRF campaigns intensively against the use of torture, enforced disappearance and extra-judicial
killings and provides free legal assistance to prisoners of conscience and political detainees. In April,
ECRF was awarded the Index on Censorship Freedom of Expression Award for 2018. ECRF lawyers
have acted and continue to act as legal counsel for Giulio Regeni’s family in Egypt after the
Cambridge University student disappeared and was killed in 2016.

Amal was detained on 11 May in the middle of the night, together with her husband and child, who
were released a few hours later. Amal was charged with “advocating the overthrow of the ruling
regime in Egypt”, “spreading false news on Facebook”, and “misusing social media”. Later on, she
was also charged with “joining a terrorist group, using the internet to call for terrorist acts, and
spreading false news and rumours to disrupt public security and harm national interests”. In Italy, the
mother of Giulio Regeni and her lawyer, Alessandra Ballerini declared: “/t= pl-<«£-l= p£= ~°£
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82} 234328 ««~284m8-~8. 20°EE ” The rolling hunger strike in solidarity has been joined by hundreds
including former parliamentary Speaker, Laura Boldrini.

Mohamed ‘Oxygen’ Ibrahim runs a well-known blog, Facebook page and YouTube channel called
Oxygen Egypt where he publishes audio-visual and written reports on human rights issues and
political and economic developments in Egypt. He also regularly interviews media personnel,
members of the opposition and human rights defenders.

Ibrahim was detained on 6 April 2018, and was held incommunicado at an undisclosed location for
several days. He was then given consecutive 15-day periods of detention pending an §-" £128¥~2%-—~=—~
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Egyptian pro-government and state-owned newspapers had begun a smear campaign against Amal
Fathy and her husband before their arrests; on 10 May several reports accused them of conspiring
with foreign actors to undermine Egypt’s stability and institutions. Over the past two years, leaders
and members of the ECREF, including the human rights defender Ahmed Abdallah, have been
subjected to detention and judicial harassment. Mohamed Lotfy was subject to a travel ban for almost
two years from June 2015.

This is part of a trend of targeting Egyptian human rights defenders working on the issue of enforced
disappearances since 2017. Human rights defenders Ahmad Amasha and Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy
were forcibly disappeared and tortured, then arbitrarily ordered into long preventive detention. The
latter has now been held in solitary confinement for 9 months, which in itself amounts to torture
according, to Amnesty International. The human rights defender Hanan Badr el-din was arrested in
May 2017 while attempting to visit a prisoner and remains in detention, in spite of a rare medical
disorder for which she is not receiving adequate treatment in prison. Rights lawyer Ezzat Ghoneim
was accused of the new crime of “human rights terrorism” and ordered into preventive detention in
March 2018 after days of enforced disappearance.

These repressive measures are part of a deeply worrying pattern of suppression of fundamental
freedoms and violation of human rights in Egypt, with a systematic crackdown on civil society and
human rights defenders. Yet the relationship between the European Union and Egypt must be
explicitly anchored in respect for human rights and the rule of law, as per the Association Agreement
and 2017-20 Partnership Priorities. We therefore urge you to immediately drop all charges against
and release Amal Fathy, Mohamed ‘Oxygen’ Ibrahim, and all other human rights defenders, including
all ECRF members.

All persons in detention must be treated in accordance with international norms, including guarantees
of their well-being and access to legal counsel, their families, and adequate medical care. The
systematic practices of enforced disappearances and torture, as well as trials of civilians by military
courts must end immediately. Torture and enforced disappearances must be thoroughly and
independently investigated, with the results published and perpetrators brought to justice.

Egyptian authorities must cease targeting human rights defenders and their families in Egypt in all
circumstances so that they are able to carry out their legitimate human rights activities without fear
of reprisals and free of all restrictions including judicial harassment.

Upholding fundamental human rights and the rule of law is essential to the relationship between Egypt
and the European Union, and we will continue to follow these developments in Egypt with concern,
hoping to see a marked change for the better.

We look forward to receiving your response on this matter.

Sincerely,

Members of the European Parliament
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